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Change Your Life . . .
Change the Future

Written by: Gale Allbritton

Lori Thomason
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L ewis M. Lively, a local Tallahassee businessman, established Lively Technical 
Center in 1937 with the hope that the vocational school would provide 
individuals with the education and training needed to obtain gainful employment

and earn a living. That hope has been realized over the years as hundreds of 
thousands of people have been trained to successfully enter the workforce, climb the
ladder of success, and make positive economic contributions to our community and
beyond. Lively Technical Center has provided these services by continually striving to
maintain cost effective education with affordable tuition that allows students to be
trained without incurring long-term debt often associated with education.

L

008-011-Lively  10/14/11  2:33 PM  Page 9



10  Tallahassee Discoveries Magazine  

Special  Feature
apprenticeship. Some courses require students
to achieve competency in skills within a 
specified timeframe, while many other courses
are individualized, self-paced programs that
allow students to progress and achieve 
competency in skills according to their abilities.
As a component of the hands-on learning
approach, Lively offers real world training 
opportunities to our students through services
provided to the community such as 
cosmetology, barbering, catering and 
photography. Hybrid learning is a new and 
innovative option enabling students to blend 
traditional and distance learning as a powerful
combination for continued training via the
internet. Hybrid learning technology allows 
students who continue employment while
enrolled the opportunity to work at their 
convenience in the comfort of their home. The
school is continuously adding new and exciting
learning opportunities to meet the growing
demand for workforce training. For example, the
Lively Automotive Program will be training new
mechanics in compressed natural gas 
installation, a process that converts regular 
gas-powered vehicles to utilize cleaner and
more economical natural gas. This is just one of
many new and exciting training opportunities
being introduced.

Lively Technical Center, in partnership with the
extended community, empowers students for
success in a career-focused education. Lively is
accredited through the Council on Occupational
Education and is approved for training by a 
variety of State Agencies. As the needs of our
community change, Lively Technical Center
strives to meet the new demands of the 
workplace by offering a variety of business,
computer, trade-based and health education
programs. Students begin learning in their
desired field from the first day of class and are
ready for job placement at the completion of
their program. While offering diverse training
opportunities, Lively still strives to serve 
students as individuals and meet specific needs
for potential success.

Lively Technical Center originally opened with
one full-time and one half-time instructor and 52
students. The school now serves thousands of
students annually. Lively’s main campus is 
conveniently located at 500 North Appleyard
Drive, Tallahassee, Florida with an aviation 
campus located at the Tallahassee Regional
Airport. Lively also offers dual enrollment 
programs at Chiles, Lincoln, Rickards, and
Wakulla High School. Part-time career 
enhancement courses for city, county, and state
governmental agencies, as well as private 
businesses, are often held at the hosts’ own
facilities. Lively Technical Center is part of the
Leon County School district and is overseen by
Superintendent Jackie Pons, but is designated
by the Florida State Board of Education to serve
the broader region encompassing Leon,
Gadsden, and Wakulla counties.

Lively Technical Center welcomes the 
opportunity to serve adults and teens from
North Florida, neighboring South Georgia and
Alabama. The student body is as diverse as the
world in which we live. Classes are designed to
provide individualized training in appropriately
scaled class sizes that allow a more personally
focused approach by educators. The faculty is
composed of highly qualified educators within
their discipline, each possessing a wide range of 
proficiency in technical fields which allows them
to bring practical experiential learning to the
classroom. Along with dedicated staff, the 
faculty is committed to serving students and
enhancing learning through a combination of
educational opportunities and relevant work
experiences. This broad range of expertise
ensures Lively’s ability to provide students with
the career knowledge, on-the-job training, 
positive work attitudes, and employability skills
that lead to a successful career.

Lively Technical Center utilizes a variety of 
educational delivery methods, including 
classroom lecture, computer-assisted 
instruction, audio-visual instruction, hands-on
learning opportunities, one-on-one instruction,
internships and externships, cooperative 
education/on-the-job training and 
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Our current program list includes Accounting
Operations, Administrative Office Specialist,
HVAC, Welding Automotive, Aviation, Barbering,
Culinary Arts, Photography, Computer Systems
Technology, Cosmetology, Digital Design,
Electricity, Electronic Technology, Massage
Therapy, Medical Office Specialist, Medical
Assisting, Medical Coder/Biller, Network Support
Services, New Media Technology, Nursing
Assistant, PC Support Services, Pharmacy
Technician, Phlebotomy, Practical Nursing,
Travel and Tourism, Web Development, as well
as other exciting training options. The campus
offers an Applied Academics for Adult Education
program that provides instructional support for
improvement of academic skills based upon
individual needs. The AAAE program strives to
inspire and motivate students to become 
productive, self-sufficient and confident in their
academic endeavors. To better serve the
community, Lively Technical Center also offers
the Motorcycle Basic Rider Training Course and
CDL Driving Test, IV Therapy for Practical
Nurses and numerous other short courses
designed to provide opportunities to enhance
job skills.

Lively Technical Center recognizes that many
vocational students are returning to school after
an extended absence, understands the 

challenges associated with the situation and
provides vital support necessary to ensure 
success as students work to change their life
through education and experience. Student
Services works diligently to assist students in
meeting their career goals through career 
development training in workshops such as
Resume Writing, Interview Skills and
Professionalism helping to complete the training
package. The goal is immediate placement for
completers through total empowerment of each
individual.

Lively Technical Center is enrolling for future
semesters. The deadline for enrollment for the
upcoming semester is December 21, 2011.
Students may choose day or evening classes
with many programs offering hybrid learning.
There are a variety of programs sure to meet
your training needs. Financial aid is available 
for eligible programs, as well as additional 
scholarships. Bright Futures and Florida 
Pre-Paid are gladly accepted. Veterans are 
invited to explore opportunities by contacting our
Veteran’s Affairs office. To speak with a 
representative from Student Services, please
call 850-487-7473 or visit www.livelytech.com
for more information.
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